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Aims

1. Income and income inequality

2. Labor market implications, efficacy of 
remedial policies

3. Health, health behaviors, healthcare 
inequalities

4. Care and help

Internationally comparative perspective. 
Use the SHARE data infrastructure

Thanks to EU Commission for funding!
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SHARE data infrastructure
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140,000 respondents aged 50+
610,000 interviews
in 28 countries

9 waves of data 2004-2020

120,000 retrospect life
histories

95,000 punches of
dried blood
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USA
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British Isles

Global 
network:

Data are free of charge, given only to scientists: 
SHARE-ERIC.eu
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A transdisciplinary observatory of human life

4 Face-to-face interviews by trained interviewers
4 Broad range of questions, measurements and tests:

4Socio-economic status: labor force participation, retirement, income 
(amount and sources), wealth, housing, consumption, pension claims, 
expectations, well-being

4Health: subjective-objective (self-report, ADL/IADL, conditions, physical 
performance tests, biomarkers: HbA1c, CRP, Lipids, Cytokines), physical-
mental (cognition, MMSE, CES-D, Euro-D), health behaviors, health 
utilization and insurance coverage 

4Social participation: activities (volunteering), family and social 
networks (size and intensity), help (time, money)

4 Internationally comparative

4 Longitudinal (panel, life 
histories)
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Health, 
social and 
economic 
situation

later in life 
(age 50+)

Life-course trajectories
of health

Life-course trajectories
of social and family environment

Life-course trajectories
of work and economic conditions

COVID19: Effects based on life-course

Parental and 
childhood 

environment

Health care interventions 
and health policies

Social, economic and 
labour market policies

Severity of pandemic
Stringency of lockdown

Offsetting economic
and social policies

8 waves of data 2004-2020,
plus retrospect life histories

28 countries
all EU plus CH and IL

SPLASH database: Severity of
pandemic; lockdown stringency; 
economic and social policies

SHARE Corona surveys
on effects of pandemic
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Longitudinal Survey Strategy

1. Life course background
SHARE waves 2004 – 2018
Retrospective life histories including parental and childhood conditions

2. Immediate pre-Corona status
Face-to-face interviews in Wave 8, stopped in March 2020 after about 70% of sample

3. First SHARE Corona Telephone Survey in June/July 2020
Health, work, economic and social conditions during the first wave of the pandemic

4. Second SHARE Corona Telephone Survey in June/July 2021
Health, work, economic and social conditions during the “third wave” of the pandemic

5. Immediate post-Corona status
Face-to-face interviews in Wave 9, started in November 2021, now at about 40% of sample

CATI 1

CATI 2



Cumulative Deaths per Million Population

CATI 1

CATI 2
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Health behavior
Activities: Going shopping? Going out for a walk? Visiting other family members? Wear face mask? Use sanitizer? 

Health status
Been tested? Was it positive? Somebody close died of COVID-19? Depression?

Quality of healthcare
Had an earlier medical appointments but postponed? 
Asked for an appointment now but did not get one? 
Satisfaction: Waiting lines, overcrowding, unhygienic?

Work
Unemployed, laid off, reduced hours, close business? 
Increased work load? 

Economic situation
Income loss? Received financial support (employer, government, relatives,…)? Short-time employment aid? 
Make ends meet? Need to postpone regular payments (rent, mortgage and loan payments, utility bills)? 

Social networks
How often personal contact (face to face/telephone/electronic)? With whom? 
Gave help to others outside home (to obtain necessities, food, medications, household repairs)? For whom? 
Get help from others outside home (to obtain necessities...)? From whom? 
Home care: How often? Left? Satisfied? Protection?

SHARE Corona Survey
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SHARE Covid19 Project: First results

1. Income and income inequality

2. Labor market implications, efficacy of remedial policies

3. Health, health behaviors, healthcare inequalities

4. Care and help

Internationally comparative perspective. Thanks to EU Commission for funding!
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Financial distress
Ø Strong and independent effects of education and 

income before pandemic; pensioners protected

Share of HH with 10%+ income loss

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary (rel0), weighted data

1  Effects on household income

Source: Alexander Schumacher
Arne Bethmann, MEA
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Average HH income loss

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary (rel0), weighted data

Effects on household income

Source: Alexander Schumacher
Arne Bethmann, MEA
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Causes: direct effect of the pandemic

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary (rel0), weighted data

Income loss by
pandemic severity

Negative, insignificant

Negative, insignificant

Source: Alexander Schumacher
Arne Bethmann, MEA
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Causes: indirect effect of lockdowns

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary (rel0), weighted data

Income loss by
lockdown stringency

Positive, significant
Positive, significant

Source: Alexander Schumacher
Arne Bethmann, MEA



14 SHARE COVID CATI preliminary (rel0), weighted data

Share of respondents with job loss

2  Unemployment/early retirement

Source: Alexander Schumacher
Arne Bethmann, MEA
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Work
Ø About 23% faced shorter work hours but 12% worked longer, especially in Spain

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 

Effects on labor volume

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA



16SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 

Short time work

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA
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Remedial policies
Job Retention (JR) schemes seek to preserve jobs at firms experiencing a 
temporary reduction in business activity by alleviating firms’ labor costs 
while supporting the incomes of workers whose hours are reduced.

Key: Employees keep their contracts with the employer even if their work 
is suspended.

• Short-time work (STW) schemes directly subsidise hours not worked but do 
not change the cost of hours worked. Examples: German Kurzarbeit or the 
French Activité partielle. 

• Wage subsidy (WS) schemes subsidise hours worked but can also be used 
to top up the earnings of workers on reduced hours, such as the Dutch 
Emergency Bridging Measure (Noodmatregel Overbrugging
Werkgelegenheid, NOW).
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Remedial policies
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Did these remedial policies work?

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA

Targetting:
Who was affected by shorter work hours during the COVID pandemic? 
Were these vulnerable people, e.g., previous history of unemployment, low 
incomes?

Did these people receive support? Did this support help them to maintain their living 
standards?

Side-effects:
Do we observe higher unemployment in the longer run among STEA recipients?

Can we attribute negative side effects to STEA or are they due to the fact that jobs 
and workers eligible for STEA may have been a less productive selection in the first 
place?
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Target population

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA
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Targetting correct?

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA
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Was it sufficient?

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA

57.5%
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Side effects

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA
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Side effects

Source: Axel Börsch-Supan,
Vesile Kutlu-Koc
Diana Lopez-Falcon, MEA

Dependent variable:      Unemployed in 2021
Independent variable:   Short-time employment aid in 2020
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3   Health behaviors: Social Contacts 

Preliminary SHARE Wave 8 Release 0 Data

Winter 2019/20

Spring 2020

Source: Stefan Gruber, 
Josefine Atzendorf, MEA
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Health behaviors by risk factors

Source: Maria-Jose Mendoza
Tessa-Virginia Hannemann
Josefine Atzendorf, MEA 

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary (rel0), weighted data



27 Preliminary SHARE Wave 8 Release 0 Data

Mental health

Winter 2019/20

Spring 2020

Same for loneliness!

Source: Stefan Gruber, 
Josefine Atzendorf, MEA



28SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 

Mental health

Source: Lasse Scheel-Hincke,
Karen Andersen-Ranberg,
SDU Odense
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Mental health

Positive, significant

Positive, significant

Positive, significantPositive, significant

Source: Stefan Gruber, 
Josefine Atzendorf, MEA

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 
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Ø Has led to an increase in social inequalities in access to healthcare

Ø Interaction effect: economic and health vulnerability
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SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 

Healthcare crowd out

Source: Louis ARNAULT, Florence 
JUSOT, Thomas RENAUD,
Université Paris Dauphine



31SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 

holding income and education constant

Health and housing/location

Source: Anne Laferrère (Université Paris-Dauphine), 
Pedro Mira (CEMFI, Madrid),
María Inés Berniell (Universidad Nacional de La Plata)
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Ø Larger adjustment of social activities in countries with more infections
(cases + deaths); focus on family nucleus

SHARE COVID CATI preliminary results (release 0) 

4   Care and help

Source: Michael Bergmann, 
Melanie Wagner, MEA
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Conclusions

Across the EU:

Ø About 20% lost job
Ø 22% faced income loss > 10%

Ø Of those: 33% loss on average
Ø 23% worked fewer hours

Ø 18% of those received short-term employment aid
Ø Targetting and effect ok, but negative side effects

Ø Healthcare crowd-out: social gradient, interaction with health status
Ø Mental health improved for older folks, worsened for younger

Ø Both mental &  physical health worse in cities/denser housing areas
Ø Social relationships focused on nuclear family 
Ø Large variation by country, typically north-south gradient

and specifically No. 101015924


